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3 strikes, fire tower not out 

Despite woes, link under way

Kate Nolan 
The Arizona Republic 
Jun. 14, 2005 12:00 AM 

SCOTTSDALE - A construction boss' nightmare: First came baby birds, then a 
labor strike and finally a thorny encounter with a 20-year-old cache of explosives. 
 
That was the trifecta that put construction of a Scottsdale Fire Department 
communications tower behind schedule for months.  
 
Scottsdale had to build eight new towers to complete a state-of-the-art 
communications system for the new fire department, which debuts July 1. Work 
on the towers began in January, and all but one have been completed.  

 

Enter your email address 
to get Scottsdale 
Republic News (weekly) 
newsletters.

 

• Hawks on the attack, 
dive-bombing residents 
• PV luxury home sells for 
record $11.4 million 
• Trial over Halloween 
display begins today 
• McDonald, Tatum shut 
for 3 weeks 
• Graduation speech rings 
too familiar 
more  

 
 

 

3 strikes, fire tower not out

http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html (1 of 3)6/15/2005 1:26:02 PM

http://www.azcentral.com/
http://www.azcentral.com/families/education/
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html/1374997282/Top1/dining_guide_ros/shoplocal_dining728x90.gif/34313662333461323432623038646330
http://www.azcentral.com/news/traffic/
http://www.azcentral.com/weather/
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html/921433957/Top2/default/empty.gif/34313662333461323432623038646330
http://www.azcentral.com/news/
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/
http://www.azcentral.com/business/
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/
http://www.azcentral.com/families/
http://www.azcentral.com/health/
http://www.azcentral.com/home/
http://www.azcentral.com/style/
http://www.azcentral.com/travel/
http://www.azcentral.com/photo/
http://www.azcentral.com/lavoz/
http://azcentral.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/
http://www.azcentral.com/class/cars.com.php
http://www.azcentral.com/rre/
http://www.azcentral.com/class/republicrentals.html
http://www.azcentral.com/class/
http://www.shoplocal.com/azcentral/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=85004
http://www.shoplocal.com/azcentral/Default.aspx?action=entrybroadreach&listingtypeid=2
http://customcoupon.com/cgi-bin/valuecenter.cgi?config=GANNETT531
http://www.azcentral.com/dex/frameset.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/scottsdale-cityguide.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/scottsdale-artscene.html
http://azcentral.greatschools.net/modperl/bycity/az/?stateselect=az&name=&market=&rating=&fuzzy=1&city=scottsdale&schlname=&link=
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/golf/
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/preps/ne/prepsindexne.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/northeastvalleyopinions/
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/columns/scottsdalecolumns.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/traffic/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/traffic/
http://www.legacy.com/azcentral/LegacyHome.asp
http://maps.azcentral.com/templates/azcentral/xroute_form.htm
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/calendar/venues/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/scanner.html
http://www.azcentral.com/php-bin/clicktrack/popular.php
https://subscribe.azcentral.com/circulation/subscribe.php
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-hawks15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-hawks15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615recordhome15.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615recordhome15.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615lights15.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615lights15.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-mcdonald15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-mcdonald15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-gradspeech15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0615sr-gradspeech15Z8.html
http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html/826946766/x01/ziprealty_scottsdaleISA/zip_realty_scottsdaleISA.html/34313662333461323432623038646330
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html/261814105/x02/communityISA_thosecallaways/callaways_scottsdaleISA.html/34313662333461323432623038646330
http://q.azcentral.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/0614sr-owls14Z8.html/1267142325/x03/communityISA_tee_times/callaways_scottsdaleISA.html/34313662333461323432623038646330


3 strikes, fire tower not out
 

Message Boards 
 

Email 
Newsletters 

 
More E. Valley 
Local Coverage 
 Ahwatukee 
 Chandler 
 Gilbert 
 Mesa 
 Tempe 

 

 
 

advertisement  
On Monday work finally began on the last tower at 
a problem-plagued site near Lone Mountain 
Road.  
 
The first impediment came on wings.  
 
As crews prepared the area for construction, a 
neighbor told the city about a family of great 
horned owls nesting on nearby cliffs.  
 
Nesting owls are protected by the state; the city 
agreed to postpone construction until the babies 
left the nest, said Deputy Chief Rich Upham, the 
Fire Department's project manager. 
 
"We didn't want to disturb them," Upham said. 
 
Construction was rescheduled to begin June 1.  
 
That was when the crane operators union went on 
strike. A crane was needed to erect the 50-foot 
pole. The labor stoppage was settled in a week, 
and the project was back online for June 8.  
 
But last Thursday, the crew dug up a 20-year old 
cache of explosives believed to have been left 
from an earlier water tank project in the area. 
 
Bomb experts spent a day removing the hazard.  
 
But Monday morning, work was proceeding.  
 
The tower is expected to be operating around July 
1. 
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